
Ms. Clark’s Syllabus for English 11

This class focuses on American literature and authors. It will contain some American history;
after all, writers do not write in a bubble. They write about what is going on during their
lifetimes. English 11 is a writing and reading intensive class.

Expectations of Classes
English 11— Increase reading and writing abilities, reading comprehension, and higher level
thinking through an examination of American literature. Get ready for the ACT exam (given in
March) through an examination of writing styles and practices, and grammar rules and practices.

State/National Mandated Tests
Juniors will take the ACT during school hours in the spring semester (usually in March) at no
cost to the students.  This is a timed-exam. The ACT is also offered throughout the school year at
a cost on selected Saturdays at different locations. To find out when the test is offered, go to
act.org. If students elect to take the ACT on a national test date, they will need to make an
account with MyACT.

Course Objectives
This course is developed to prepare students for the rigorous demands of a college-level course
and life after high school and/or college. The course will assist students in becoming curious,
critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts. Students are expected to write effectively for
different audiences and purposes; to expand vocabulary; to analyze a variety of texts for themes,
purposes, and rhetorical features; and to use the conventions of standard English grammar and
usage in writing and speaking.

Course Standards
The course is designed by timeline. Throughout the course students will be expected to do the
following through reading, discussion, and writing assignments:
1. Build vocabulary (11-12. RL.CS.4; 11-12.RI.CS.4; 11-12 L.VAU.4; 11-12 L. VAU. 5;

11-12 L.VAU.6; 11-12.L.KL.3)
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage (including but not limited
to sentence structure and punctuation) (11-12 L.CSE 1; 11-12 L. CSE 2; 11-12.L.KL.3)
3. Develop and organize thoughts in a coherent and effective style (11-12 W.TTP.1; 11-12

W.TTP.2; 11-12 W.TTP.3; 11-12 W.PDW.4; 11-12 W.PDW.6; 11-12 W.RW.10)
4. Learn to plan, organize, revise and edit when writing (11-12 W.TTP.1; 11-12 W.TTP.2;

11-12 W.TTP.3; 11-12 W.PDW.4; 11-12 W.TDW.5; 11-12 W.RW.10; 11-12.
L.CSE.2)

5. Learn MLA format or additional citations to avoid plagiarism (11-12 W.RBPK.7; 11-12
W.RBPK.8; 11-12 W.RW.10; 11-12 RL.KID.1, 11-12 RI.KID.1; 11-12 RI.IKI.8)

6. Analyze readings for theme, purpose, tone and rhetorical devices (11-12.L.VAU.5;
11-12 RL.KID.2; 11-12 RI.KID.2; 11-12 RL.IKI.9; 11-12 RI.IKI.9;
11.RI.RRTC.10; 11.RL.RRTC.10; 11-12 SL.CC.3)

7. Gather and integrate valid information from a variety of texts to support claims or
findings (11-12 W.RBPK.9; 11-12 W.RW.10; 11-12 RL.KID.1; 11-12 RI.KID.1;
11-12 RL.CS.6; 11-12 RI.IKI.8)

8. Identify appeals: pathos, logos, ethos (11-12 RI.IKI.8)
9. Identify and develop organizational structure (compare-contrast, cause-effect,

theme-illustration, and proposition-support) (11-12 RL.KID.3; 11-12 RI.KID.3;
11-12 RL.CS.6; 11-12 RI.IKI.8; 11-12 SL.CC.3)

10. Examine the validity of an author’s claims, counterclaims, and premises (11-12
RL.CS.6; 11-12 RI.CS.6; 11-12.SL.CC.3)

11. Participate effectively in a range of collaborative assignments (11-12. RL.IKI.7; 11-12
RI.IKI.7; 11-12 SL.CC.1; 11-12 SL.PKI.4; 11-12 SL.PKI.6)

12. Research a given topic and make strategic use of valid sources (11-12 RI.IKI.8; 11-12
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SL.CC.1; 11-12.SL.CC.2; 11-12 SL.PKL.4; 11-12 SL.PKI.5; 11-12 SL.PKI.6;
11-12 W.TTP.2; 11-12 W.TTP.3; 11-12 W.PDW.4; 11-12 W.PDW.6;
11-12.W.RBPK.7; 11-12 W.RBPK.8)

13. Analyze eighteenth-, nineteenth-, and early-twentieth century foundational works of
American literature (11.RL.RRTC.10; 11.RI.RRTC.10)

**The readings, essays, assessments (tests and quizzes), and assignments are aligned with the
current TN State ELA standards for English 11 which can be accessed at www.tn.gov/education
and the ACT College and Career Ready Standards at www.act.org.

Computers/Chromebooks/CANVAS
Computers (Chromebooks) are used for educational purposes only. No games allowed. The use
of Chromebooks is a privilege and students are expected to adhere to the WCDE policies for
internet usage for school related activities. Students are to use county issued Chromebooks while
at school. Devices from home are not allowed. Chromebooks should be fully charged before
coming to school. CANVAS is the learning management system adopted by WCDE for high
schools. It is a form of blended learning which uses technology as an additional tool to
traditional education practices. Students will be able to access information (power points, study
guides, videos, on-line assignments, discussion boards, quizzes, etc.).

Homework
I give ample time during class for students to complete most assignments; however, sometimes
assignments will be given as homework. I expect homework assignments to be completed and
turned in on time. Assignments are posted regularly on CANVAS. If a student is absent, it is the
responsibility of the student to obtain missing work. If it is an unexcused absence, the student
cannot receive full credit for the assignment (80%). Assignments should be completed by the
due date (otherwise, students will receive a zero for that assignment).

Teacher Availability
Class assignments are posted each day on Canvas. I am available for tutoring and make-up
assignments most mornings before school: 7:10-7:30. Students needing additional
assistance/tutoring in this class will need to make arrangements with me.   I can also be reached
by email, clarks@wcde.org. Please note that emails received after 6:00 pm will be returned the
next day. If emails are sent over the weekends, they will be answered the next day of school.

Extra-Credit
There is NO extra-credit given for this class. Extra-credit is built in the curriculum; therefore, do
not ask for additional activities or assignments for extra-credit.

Tests
All tests are announced; however, it is the teacher’s prerogative to give unannounced or “pop”
quizzes. Test format usually consists of a mix of the following: multiple choice, matching,
identify, short answer, true or false with explanation of choice, and/or essay. If absent, it is the
student’s responsibility to make up any missing tests or quizzes. Arrangements can be made
with the teacher to make up for missing exams or quizzes.

Grading Scale Grading Percentages (1st
Nine Weeks)

Grading Percentages (2nd
Nine Weeks)

93-100 (A) Test/Essays (50%) Test/Essays (50%)

85-92 (B) Daily Assignments (25%) Daily Assignments (25%)
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75-84 (C) Quizzes (25%) Quizzes (25%)

70-74 (D)

0-69 (F)

Class Rules and Expectations
-Be on time (three tardies result in a referral)
-Be prepared for class (bring paper, pen/pencil, textbook/workbook, and homework)
-Respect others (teacher, substitute teacher, classmates, and yourself) and their belongings (don’t
write on desks or other school property and/or a classmate’s property)
-Use proper language (don’t use vulgar or derogatory language)
-Don’t throw any items in the classroom
-All WCDE and DBHS rules and regulations will be followed and enforced in this class
*You are juniors, and I expect proper behavior at all times in this class.
Consequences
-A warning
-Referral to the office
**Consequences can change due to the severity of the misbehavior.

Hall Passes
Hall passes should only be used in a case of an emergency. Students will be required to sign out
and in when using a hall pass.

Food and Beverages
Food and beverages are allowed in this classroom. This is a privilege; but if it begins to interrupt
the learning environment, it will be taken away. When using Chromebooks and other electronic
devices, food and drinks will not be allowed.

Cell Phones/ Electronic Devices and Hats
According to the student handbook, cell phones are to be turned off and not accessed during the
instructional day. If a student does not comply with this rule, cell phone or electronic device will
be confiscated (according to the Washington County Board of Education policy). Hats are not to
be worn in this classroom.

Videos
All videos used in the class are used for educational purposes and have been approved for such
usage. Movies that will be shown include: The Crucible, An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,
and The Great Gatsby.

Class Supplies
Pencil and/or pen (every day)
Notebook or folder to keep organized (highly suggested)
Highlighters (highly suggested)


